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Dear Parents/Carers,
At The Priory Primary School, the safety and wellbeing of our children inside and outside of school
remains our most crucial priority. As part of this commitment we continue to issue our half termly
safeguarding newsletter to keep you informed of current safeguarding news and issues relating to our
pupils and the wider community. We aim to provide you with key information about a range of issues.
In this issue we will focus on NETFLIX—SQUID GAME SERIES
You may have already heard about the latest NETFLIX thriller series that tells the story of debt-ridden
people competing for a huge cash prize in a deadly series of children’s games. In recent days there have
been growing concerns expressed by local area councils, as highlighted in the media, about the
aggressive and disturbing content that is being mimicked by primary pupils in schools. Councils are
contacting parents, warning them to be vigilant as reports of young people and children playing ‘Squid
Game’ in school is on the rise. In addition, Squid Game is also being viewed via other platforms such as
YouTube and TikTok. ( Please see the accompanying parental guide to TikTok)
Given the popularity of the games in the show, game developers have also made a variety of mini
games based on the show for games such as Roblox and other gaming platforms. Whilst the Netflix
series is rated 15, warnings are being given to strongly advise that younger children should not watch
Squid Game given how graphic the show is and the quantity of violent content that it contains. The risk
is emerging that younger children are potentially seeing disturbing clips on social media, even if they are
not watching the actual series.
Unfortunately, we have had reports of some of our own younger pupils playing ‘Squid Game’ games out
on the playground and we are monitoring this situation and talking to the children about these games.
Whilst the essence of the games are nostalgic child-like playground games, our pupils have been
mimicking the killing activities that they have either seen or heard about. Clearly, this could lead to the
children putting themselves in harm’s way as they recreate the games.
We urge you, parents in our own community, to be vigilant and ensure that what the children are
watching either as TV viewing or via other social media platforms is safe and age appropriate.
For further information and tips to see a Safety Guide for restrictions on Netflix viewings go to
www.oursaferschools.co.uk/2021/10/08/squid-game/

If you have any Safeguarding/Child protection concerns please do not hesitate to contact
the following members of staff at school – 01256 850062 or email
office@priory.hants.sch.uk. Any urgent messages will be passed on immediately.
Mrs Debra Adams (Designated Safeguarding Lead) , Mr Mike Stewart (Designated Safeguarding Lead)
Mrs Carol Coe (Deputy DSL), Mrs Angela Selwood (Deputy DSL), Mrs Su West (ELSA)
Mrs Amanda McCoy (Safeguarding Admin)
Alternatively ANYONE that has a concern for the welfare and safety of a child or family can contact the
Hampshire Safeguarding Children Partnership
https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/
Under the ‘report a concern’ tab you will find contact telephone numbers for Children’s Services.
https://www.hampshirescp.org.uk/report-a-concern/

If the issue or your concern is an emergency, or you believe a child or family member to be in immediate
danger call 999 for the Police.

